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Following up on my development (Franklin, 2019) of 

a 314-word Nursing Vocabulary List (NVL, Appendix 

A), I created worksheets which offer opportunities 

to learn items from the list through exercises in 

antonyms & synonyms (Appendix B), misfits 

(Appendix C), matching colocations (Appendix D), 

and word search (Appendix E). These may be used 

either in conjunction with the NVL or independently 

of it.  

Nursing students need to develop a working 

vocabulary of basic English health-related terms, 

including body parts, hospital departments, and 

common treatments and equipment used in their 

profession. An online search uncovered two 

academic word lists that could be relevant to this 

need: The Nursing Academic Word List (NAWL) 

developed by Yang (2015), containing 676 word 

families, and the Medical Academic Vocabulary 

List (MAVL) developed by Lei and Liu (2016), 

consisting of 819 lemmas (a headword and its 

inflections).  

 However, having determined that these two 

academic lists are both too long and too technical 

for nursing students to learn in an English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) context, I developed my 

own Nursing Vocabulary List (NVL) composed of 

314 items which I felt were both relevant and 

frequent-enough to be worth learning (Franklin, 

2019). These are words that would be generally 

known by most native English speakers, rather 

than the highly specialized terminology of the 

medical profession. This NVL (Appendix A) is 

designed to supplement whatever curriculum and 

textbooks may be used by EFL nursing instructors, 

and is meant to be used for vocabulary learning by 

each student individually, rather than vocabulary 

teaching by the instructor. This is in accordance 

with Nation’s claim that, “Deliberately teaching 

vocabulary is one of the least efficient ways of 

developing learners’ vocabulary knowledge” (2008, 

p.97). Nation instead recommends the teaching of

vocabulary learning strategies such as using word

cards, guessing from context, dictionary use, and

word-part analysis, so that learners can take

responsibility for their own learning of vocabulary

that they find useful, relevant, or interesting.

Nation furthermore points out that “…words are

not learned in one meeting” (2008, p.113), which

suggests that one of the roles of the teacher is to

plan for repeated encounters with recently

encountered lexical terms. The self-explanatory

vocabulary worksheets presented here (Appendices

B-E) were made with this purpose in mind, and are

based on words from the NVL, although they may

be used without prior introduction of the NVL if so

desired.

 One alternative to presenting the entire NVL 

could be to break it up into 20- or 25-word units to 

be learned weekly within a semester and, 

possibly, assessed with weekly vocabulary 

quizzes. The variations possible for presenting 

and/or recycling the items in the NVL are myriad, 

but it is hoped that these worksheets will provide 

a good start for giving nursing students 

opportunities to learn common health-related 

vocabulary that is useful for their professional 

development.  

References 

Franklin, R. (2019). Development of a Vocabulary 

List for Nursing Students. Nursing English 

Nexus, 3(1), 13-20. 

Lei, L., & Liu, D. (2016). A New Medical Academic 

Word List: A Corpus-Based Study with 

Enhanced Methodology. Journal of English for 

Academic Purposes, 22, 42-53.  

Nation, I. S. P. (2008). Teaching vocabulary: 

Strategies and techniques. Boston: Heinle 

Cengage Learning. 

Yang, M. N. (2015). A nursing academic word list. 

English for Specific Purposes, 37, 27-38. 



JANET Page 5 

Nursing English Nexus 

JANET 

Nursing English Nexus Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 6 

Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 7 

Nursing English Nexus Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 8 

Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 9 

Nursing English Nexus Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 10 

Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET 

Nursing English Nexus 

Page 11 

Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 



JANET Page 12 

Volume 3, Issue 2, October 2019 


	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2
	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2
	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2
	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2
	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2
	Nexus 3.2 ArtIntro
	Nexus 3.2



